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Remembering Hon. M. Dolores Denman
1931-2000

"She did her alma mater proud and we took enormous pride in her."
UB PresidentWilliam R. Greiner
The UB Law family and the Western New York legal community is mourning the death of
M. Dolores Denman '65, presiding justice of the New York State Supreme Court's Appellate
Division, 4th Department, until she stepped down early this year.
Denman, 68, died on Jan. 17, 2000, in Naples, Fla., where she and her husband, attorney
James B. Denman '65, were vacationing. She had been undergoing treatment for cancer.
The first woman to be appointed presiding justice of a New York State appellate court,
Denman was appointed by Gov. Hugh Carey as an associate justice in the Appellate Division in
1977, along with retiring State Supreme Court Justice Ann T. Mikoll. She was named presiding
justice for the Rochester-based 4th Department in 1991.
Previously, she had served as a Buffalo City Court judge for five years and before that was
a top prosecutor in the Erie County district attorney's office. Her first law-related job was on the
general counsel staff of the Panama Canal Co., the U.S. government corporation that governed
the Panama Canal and its support facilities. She also was an unsuccessful Democratic candidate
for state attorney general in 1978.
She was honored in 1997 by the New York State Bar Association with the Ruth G.
Schapiro Memorial Award for distinction on the bench, and more recently was inducted into the
Western New York Women's Hall of Fame.
Special thanks to Ilene R. Fleischmann, UB Law Alumni Association, and the UB Law forum Magazine for
providing this article. The memoriam was originally published in the 1999 UB Law Forum Magazine.
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Denman spent four years teaching high school English to pay her way through UB Law
School. It was there that she met her husband, a fellow student. "It has been a wonderful career,"
Denman said at the time her retirement from the bench was announced. "I have worked with some
outstanding people, and I have loved the work." The jurist echoed that theme during a luncheon
as part of UB Law School's "Sisters in Law" conference on Oct. 22, 1999.
"I have had great opportunities and I have loved every minute of it," she told the audience.
"When I entered law school in 1962, there were only five women in the school, and only two in
my class. This law school gave me a great foundation.
"When I look and see the number of women and what they are doing and what they are
accomplishing, it just makes me feel great that in a relatively short time since 1962, there are so
many women and they are so prominent in the legal community. I attribute a great deal of that to
their foundation at the Law School."
Tributes to the judge were many. "She was absolutely a role model for myself and a whole
generation of women attorneys," State Supreme Court Justice Barbara Howe said. "She faced a
terminal illness with courage and grace and dignity that was reflective of the way she lived."
Chief Judge Judith S. Kaye said at the Mass of Christian Burial, held in St. Joseph
Cathedral in Buffalo: "Many is the story I have heard about Judge Denman's leadership, her
dedication to principle and to the institution, but most especially to its people. Every one of us
knows that we could have no more loyal, more fiercely devoted friend. Judge Denman's fine hand
is everywhere evident, beginning with wise, beautifully crafted opinions that reflect her
intelligence and writing skill. Even as a jurist, still she is teaching English grammar and
composition! As the days of this week passed, the inconsolable grief I felt over the loss of a
cherished colleague and friend, a beloved sister, was tempered a bit by an appreciation of how
magnificently Dolores Denman had spent her days, how thoroughly enjoyable and meaningful her
life was in every respect: a principled public servant; a true dispenser of justice; a kind, effective,
fun-filled, loving and much-loved human being. A life to be greatly celebrated, a loss to be deeply
mourned."
At the same service, Appeals Court Judge Richard C. Wesley remarked on the court's
new home in Rochester: "And what a courthouse it is. For those of you who have not visited it, I
ask that you think about a journey to Rochester to walk through that beautiful building, to explore
its comers, to look at every carpet, chair, every light fixture -- for there you will see the touch of
Dolores Denman. Dolores picked everything out. That building is more than a testament to
Dolores, it is Dolores -- her class, her elegance, her clean and unrestricted view that justice must
be an expression of a higher plane, a plane where humans aspire to the best they have to offer of
themselves, a place founded on fairness, a place of hope."
Her longtime friends at the University at Buffalo also expressed their heartfelt
condolences. Prof. William R. Greiner, president of the University at Buffalo, said: "As a lawyer
and judge, she was a peerless role model for attorneys on the bench, at the bar, in public service,
or in the many other aspects of the public profession of the law. She was a special inspiration to

VOL. VIII

BUFFALO WoMEN's LAW JOURNAL

the many women who followed her example and joined the legal profession. Her intelligence, her
compassion, her knowledge of the law, and her fairness to all who appeared in her courtroom
were legendary. Despite her busy schedule, she always remained involved with our Law School,
both as a frequent lecturer and as a past president and active member of our Law Alumni
Association. She did her alma mater proud and we took enormous pride in her."
Over the years, Justice Denman maintained close ties with lB Law School. "Dolores had
an extraordinary impact on the school," wrote Dean R. Nils Olsen Jr. "She cared deeply about it
and devoted many hours to helping it. Our academic and alumni programs are broader and richer
because of her input. Our students owe her a debt of gratitude as well, because they each benefit
from her extensive involvement. As you know, Dolores held every alumni leadership position
imaginable, received every honor we have to give, and was a charter member of the Dean's
Advisory Council. I, and many of my predecessors, benefited greatly from her knowledge, insight
and wise advice."
Ilene R. Fleischmann, executive director of the UB Law Alumni Association, expressed
similar sentiments. "Dolores unquestionably set the standard for leadership, excellence and
service," she wrote. "No one did more to advance the interests and stature of the Law School
through its alumni than she. And no one was more beloved. She was our ideal alumna -committed, caring, loyal and involved. She was a role model for all our students, the ultimate legal
professional. From presiding over our Moot Court, to conferring awards at our Annual Diner, to
greeting new students at our orientation: how proud we were that she was ours! And we always
felt that she reciprocated our love and devotion. Quite simply, she was the best and no one can
ever take her place."
Besides her husband of 35 years, survivors include two sons, a daughter, a brother, and
three grandchildren.

